THE  FRENCH  REQUEST  FOR AN ARMISTICE
Mediterranean ports which give easy access to French Mo-
rocco and Algeria. Also, it is well known that certain deputies
and former cabinet ministers still are urging that the war be
continued outside of France proper, on the theory that Ger-
many's treatment of France will not thereby be made any the
worse; that the Petain-Weygand tendency to believe Britain
already beaten may be incorrect; and that all help should be
given toward a British victory as the only hopeful way out of
France's desperate plight. Some two dozen deputies who are
said to hold this view, including MM. Daladier, Mandel, Del-
bos and Campinchi, have today boarded the steamship Massilia
at Le Verdon, on the Gironde estuary, with French North
Africa as their destination. (Later on, they will be severely
criticized by government spokesmen on this account, indeed
some of them who are army officers as well as deputies will be
accused of desertion. At Vichy on July 10, however, M. Her-
riot will compel M. Laval to acknowledge that the French
authorities have facilitated the departure of the Massilia. Some
will interpret this as indicating that at the present juncture the
Petain Government really had an intention of joining the "die
hards" in French North Africa; others that members of the
Government merely were willing to see their political rivals lay
themselves open to the charge of being cowards and deserters.)
By afternoon the idea of moving to Perpignan is more or less
abandoned. It is not till late in the evening, however, that the
French Government sends to Madrid the names of the four
French plenipotentiaries for transmission to Berlin. Some ob-
servers attribute the delay to the difficulty of finding a formula